[Osteopetrosis in a 16-year old boy].
The clinical picture is presented of the marble disease of the bones in a 16-year-old boy who had had three femoral fractures (at the age of 13 and 14 years) and was referred with suspected acute leukaemia. High grade hepatosplenomegaly and the presence of young forms of granulocytes and erythroblasts in peripheral blood evidenced the development of extramedullary metaplasia foci. The use of prednisone and low calcium diet in the advanced stage of the disease, when the signs of pancytopenia were present, gave only partial and short-lasting improvement.